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AlohaCouncilChairMartin andmembersof the Honolulu City Council,

TheCoalitionfor aTobacco-FreeHawaii(Coalition) stronglysupportsBill 28, CD 1. The
Coalition for aTobaccoFreeHawaii(Coalition) is anindependentorganizationin Hawai’i who
worksto reducetobaccousethrougheducation,policy andadvocacy.Ourorganizationis a
nonprofitorganizationwith over 100 memberorganizationsand2,000advocatesthatwork to
createahealthyHawaii throughcomprehensivetobaccopreventionandcontrol efforts.

Thedangersof smokingandsecondhandsmokearewell-known.The U.S. SurgeonGeneral,in
2010,notesthatanylevel of exposureto secondhandsmokeis dangerousandcanbeharmful.
Bus stopsoftenattractlargenumbersof people,andcommutershavelimited opportunitiesto
avoid secondhandsmokein theseareas.Many families,elderly people,andpeoplewith
disabilitiesuseTheBusfortheir regulartransportation, puttingthematrisk of exposureto
secondhandsmoke.Childrenareparticularlyvulnerableto the effectsof secondhandsmoke;
theirbodiesarestill developing,andexposurecancauseasthma,respiratoryinfectionsandother
serioushealthproblems.’

Growingscientific evidenceshowsthatsecondhandsmokehasaharmfuleffect on air quality in
someoutdoorsettings. Studieshaveshownthatwhenpeoplearein closeproximity to each
other,thelevelsof exposureto secondhandsmokecanbe comparableto secondhandsmoke
levelsmeasuredwithin enclosedspaces.2 Prohibitingsmokingatbusstopsor public transit
waiting areasis a growingtrend. 277municipalitiesin 33 stateshavethesepolicies,andwe
would like to seethe City & Countyof Honoluluaddedto thelist.3

The Coalitionstronglysupportsthis effort in orderto protectthe healthof all peoplein public
spaces.We looks forwardto workingwith our city andstategovernmentalagencies,including
TheBus,the Departmentof Health,theHonoluluPoliceDepartment,andanyotherstakeholders,
to ensurea successfulimplementationof this newpolicy.

Thankyou forthe opportunityto testify.

Annie Hollis, Policy Director
Coalition for aTobacco-FreeHawai’i
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